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REF: VIENNA 7089 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. SEMI OFFICIAL DAILY "WIENER ZEITUNG" (WZ) ON AUG. 

23 CARRIED STORY REPORTING THAT SUHAIL NASSER OF 
KUWAIT. CHAIRMAN OF THE OPEC WORKING GROUP FOR PRICES 
AND INDEXING, HAD STATED THAT PURPOSE OF GROUP'S 
CURRENT MEETINGS IN VIENNA WAS TO EXAMINE EFFECTS OF 
WORLDWIDE INFLATION ON OIL REVENUES OF OPEC COUNTRIES, 

TO ASCERTAIN EXTENT OF RESULTING DIMINISHED PURCHASING 
POWER AND TO CONSTRUCT AN INDEX FOR A REPRESENTATIVE 
GROUP OF IMPORT GOODS TO WHICH COST OF CRUDE OIL 
SHOULD BE BOUND WHEN THE AGREEMENT TO FREEZE PRICES 
EXPIRES ON OCTOBER 1. WZ ARTICLE CONTINUED THAT WITH 
THIS EXPLANATION NASSER WAS CORRECTING PRESS REPORTS 
THAT OPEC IS PLANNING PRICE INCREASES UP TO 35 PERCENT. 
ARTICLE FURTHER STATED THAT RESULTS OF WORKING GROUP'S 
STUDIES, WHICH PROBABLY WOULD NOT BE COMPLETED UNTIL 
BEGINNING THIS WEEK, WOULD BE GIVEN TO OPEC ECONOMIC 
COMMISSION MEETING IN MID-SEPTEMBER AND THAT COMMIS- 
SION WILL PREPARE APPRORPIRATE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERIAL MEETING BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 
24. ACCORDING WZ, NASSER EMPHASIZED THAT ONLY THE 
OPEC MINISTERS COULD MAKE DECISIONS ON FUTURE OIL 
PRICE A POSSIBLE DEPARTURE FROM THE DOLLAR AND ADHER- 
ENCE TO SDR'S AS BASIS FOR OIL PRICE CALCULATIONS 

AS WELL AS INTRODUCTION OF PRICE INDEXING FOR IMPORT 
GOODS AS COMPENSATION FOR INFLATION-RELATED LOSSES 
IN PURCHASING POWER OF OIL EXPORTING COUNTRIES. 

(END UNCLASSIFIED) (BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

2. EMBOFF PHONED OPEC INFORMATION DEPARTMENT TO 
INQUIRE WHETHER NASSER HAD HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE OR 
WHETHER OPEC HAD POSSIBLY ISSUED A PRESS RELEASE ON 
WORK OF AFOREMENTIONED WORKING GFOUP. ACTING INFORMA- 
TION DEPT. HEAD ZAHERI REPLIED THAT HE WAS NOT AWARE 

OF THE WZ STORY AND EXPRESSE SURPRISE THAT NASSER, 

WHO ZAHERI CONFIRMED IS CHAIRMAN OF THE WORKING GROUP, 
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WOULD HAVE MADE SUCH A STATEMENT TO THE PRESS 
WITHOUT SECRETARIAT AUTHORIZATION. HOWEVER, ZAHERI 
CONFIRMED THAT SUBSTANCE OF WZ STORY IS ACCURATE.MEEHAN 
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